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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 

Dear Fanciers: 

Hoping all members and their fur babies are enjoying the beautiful 

weather we are having on the East Coast. Old man winter has finally 

moved on.  

Iôd like to remind all about Purina Farms and CeskyFest. Plans      

sound exciting with quite a few Ceskys attending and great prizes 

available.  Nick and his committee have done a great job. This will    

be a wonderful chance to meet Ceskys, their people and just talk 

Cesky.    

We have ironed out all the verbiage that AKC wanted changed on the 

Constitution and By Laws (CB&L). In the next few weeks, this will be 

going out via Survey Monkey to the General Membership for a vote to 

accept.    

The verbiage in the Breed Standard has been approved by the AKC 

Board of Directors and will be published by AKC for comment in 

June. When this is done and we receive it back, it will  be sent to the 

General Membership via Survey Monkey for a vote to accept this as 

our new Standard.    

The National Specialty is being held on October 8th at Montgomery 

Kennel Club in Blue Bell, Pa.  This year in Sweeps, we will be        

allowing Professional Handlers to handle dogs. Also, if you have a 

spayed or neutered pet and would like to show him/her, please know 

that these dogs can be shown in Veteranôs group. The Judges for the 

show are John Constantine for all regular classes and Joan Murko for 

Sweeps.                                                                                    
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Doreen Fletcher and Beth Luebbers are working on 

prizes, and I think all will be very surprised and    

happy when the results of their work are revealed. 

Julie Gritten is working on the gift bags for the dinner 

and is doing a wonderful job.   

Lonny and I will not be able to attend CeskyFest this 

year, but please know that we will be there with you 

in spirit. You will all be in our thoughts.   

 

Have a wonderful spring & summer season, 

Barbara Hopler  

ACTFA President The New & Improved Lississippi Cesky Kitchen 
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National Purebred Dog Day (NPDD) 
by Lissa Preston  

 

CESKY TERRIER DEBUT, March 15& 16th, 2017 

If you arenôt following the Cesky Terrier on social 

media or Facebook, I would like to tell you about the  

recent fun our club had. 

Susi Szeremy, creator of National Purebred Dog Day, 

was kind enough to bring the Cesky Terrier to her   

Facebook page spotlight of 55,000+ followers.      

This came about from a collaboration  of a few    

ACTFA members who shamelessly tried to lobby                 

Ms. Szeremy to plug our wonderful yet ñunknown to 

manyò breed. To our surprise, Susi found the Cesky 

fascinating and was pleased to feature the whimsical 

Cesky and itôs history. 

The experience was both enlightening and heart 

warming. The online feature was highlighted by     

history using well chosen photos, different types of 

Cesky art and gifts, Czech stampsð even a Cesky 

covered bus. All pieces accentuated a fun discussion 

and I felt special to be a part of it. When Susi asked 

for us to share puppy pics for adoring fans, we posted 

in droves! Many stories were shared from friends 

about things you never knew. Most of the varying 

comments and photos made the reader smile. Some 

were sad, as when reminded about the state of war and 

the fate of Mr. Horakôs friend at the gas chambers. At 

the end, I couldnôt help but wipe away fresh tears 

when fanciers were asked to share something about 

our Ceskys that have gone before us.  

To give you an more of an idea about what went on 

during this special 2 day feature, here were a few of 

the questions and some of my favorite responsesé 

(Please be sure to go to the next page for a special 

message from Susi Szermey!)  

 

NPPD: Cesky friends, is your breed suitable in a 

household with children and/or senior family  

members? Can you recommend the breed for first 

time owners? Do they get along with other dogs, 

cats, birds or rodent-type pets? 

Julie Gritten: Cesky Terriers get along very well with 

other dogs. Mr. Horak wanted to breed a dog that is 

amiable with others and able to hunt in packs. 

Dennis Loy: The Cesky is a WONDERFUL breed for 

ALL ages. They LOVE to sit in laps, play tug-of-war, 

and are GREAT with a tennis ball (easily trained to 

fetch.) A GREAT dog for apartments: they are short/

small with a deceptively low bark making people on 

the other side of the door think you have a LARGE 

dog for protection. They are shy at first with any 

"new" person but quickly warm up and share their 

love. A TRUE companion dog for ANY age. 

NPPD: Cesky friends, what would surprise most    

people about your breed? 

Sandra Bridge-Chase: They can always make you 

laugh. They always will love you. They always will 

take a treat. What surprises me most is they are always 

there for you. They know the good times and the bad 

and they will never let you down 

NPPD: Cesky Terrier friends, what is the one  

question you wish people would ask you about  

your breed, but almost never do?  

Linda Comer: People never seem to ask about their 

hunting capabilities. They are described as a well  

muscled short legged hunting dog in their Standard. 

These dogs are very multi-faceted and should be   

credited with their hunting capabilities. While rabbit 

and fox are their standard hunting delight, they do not 

back away from larger prey.  

NPPD: Cesky Terrier friends, we've been asked to 

ask you about your breed's topline. The breed 

standard reads, "The Cesky is longer than it is tall 

and has a topline that rises slightly higher over the 

loin and rump." Why? What is the thinking in  

having a topline slightly higher over the loin and 

rump, or put another way, in not having a level 

topline?  

Sheila Atter: The topline must be flexible because the 

Cesky needs to be able to twist and turn in a narrow 

space when working underground. A level topline, 
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with no musculature over the loin, means that the dog 

cannot maneuver as easily. 

NPPD: It might be the most important question we 

ask during a Purebred of Interest feature: We 

steadfastly believe that there are no bad qualities  

in carefully bred purebred dogs, only poorly 

matched owners and dogs, and that fewer dogs 

would end up as "rescues" if potential owners fully 

understand the "good, the bad, and the ugly" of a 

breed. Cesky Terrier owners, who should NOT 

own a Cesky? What quality could be a "deal 

breaker" for the owner who didn't do their    

homework?  

Roslyn Miller: Ceskys need socialization through 

their whole life; they need to constantly be exposed to 

as many aspects as possible to develop into well-

rounded terriers. I think an only outdoor, kennel dog 

would not do well as these guys love and crave family 

and people. 

NPPD: Cesky Terrier friends, let's lighten the 

mood by having you complete this sentence: You 

might be a Cesky Terrier owner ifé 
Gregg Bridge-Chase: éif your lap is warm and your 

heart is full. 

 

A Letter From Susi Szeremy & NPDD 
"Administering a Facebook page and website that  

honors purebred dogs offers a unique vantage point 

from which to learn about the glorious diversity of our 

breeds, and to observe the people who love them. As 

the creator of National Purebred Dog Day, itôs been 

my honor to invite the owners and breeders of (thus 

far), 131 breeds, and over time, Iôve noticed that each 

breed brings with it, for lack of a better word, a 

ñmood.ò Are the owners friendly and enthusiastic 

about sharing the marvels of their breed? Are they  

entrenched in club politics and more interested in   

correcting each other than in highlighting what        

attracted them to the breed? Are they ñgun shyò about     

talking about their breed because its tail is docked, its 

ears are cropped, its structure is misunderstood, or its 

character has been sullied by animal activists? Iôve 

encountered all of the above. Cesky folks know all too 

well that one doesnôt encounter many of their breed, 

so when it came time to feature the Cesky as a 

ñPurebred of Interest,ò I fully expected to have little 

participation from its owners, if not have to extract 

information about their breed with the skill of an brain 

surgeon. Instead, I was, in a word, gobsmacked at    

the passionate participation of the owners of this    

marvelous little dog. Cesky owners seemed to me to 

have a camaraderie that was familiar to me, and only 

later did I realize that it comes from having a rare,  

uncommon breed in the early days of its acceptance as 

an AKC breed. Never lose this. There are as many 

way of identifying type and correctness as there are 

people doing the identifying, but at the root of it all is 

a wonderful breed. If the stewards of the Cesky stay 

true to its original purpose and the breed standard, the 

breed should be fine. It was my unabashed pleasure in 

working with the Cesky people. You have something 

special going on ï donôt let it go!" 

 

New Look for our ACTFA Website 

By Wendy C. Turgeon/turgeon@optonline.net 

I would love to introduce myself. I am the webmaster 

of our club page. I have one Cesky, Hector, who is 

nearing 12 years old. And that is hard to believe. It 

seems like just yesterday he was a puppy, pulling the 

legs out from under our elderly Stafford. I will confess 

to not being a web expert, and, in many ways, I learn 

as I go.  

I have two important points that I would like to bring 

up here. First, the ACTFA club web page is OUR 

page. Please send me suggestions you may have for 

improving it. It should be the place for members to 

find information about the ACTFA -- from minutes of 

meetings to show information to info on who to     

contact for specific club information--  and for        

information about our wonderful Cesky breed. I hope 

you presently find it useful, and I would LOVE to 

work with you to make it an even better resource. 

Please let me know any suggestions you may have for 

improving our website. My email address is provided 

above. 

Second, one thing that is very important to me is    

getting pictures from the ACTFA members of their 

Ceskys being Ceskys. The header (photo) image on 

our website can (and should) be changed. I would   

really like to feature different Cesky Terriers. If you 

have an image of your dog centered in the foreground, 

that image works best. Our header is not for formal 

show shots. I would like to demonstrate the           

wonderful personalities and skills of our dogs, in all  

of the various ways this might be exemplified. So, 

please, consider sending me a jpeg image if you think 

your picture might fit our intent of showing the best of 

our wonderful Ceskys. I would LOVE to have the 

problem of receiving so many photos that changes will 

continue far into the future!! 
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ACTFA CeskyFest Å 2017  

June 1 through June 5th, 2017  
The first ever ñCeskyFestò is planned for the first weekend in June at Purina Farms in Gray Summit, 

MO. There will be two ACTFA National Roving Specialties along with a ACTFA Sweepstakes and 

an All Terrier show. ACTFA will be providing some keepsake trophies for both Specialties and the 

Sweepstakes.  

The Purina Farms show site is a spectacular venue for dog shows and social events on site and this 

year there is an incredible panel of judges, from Canada, Australia and the USA.  

An  ACTFA Cesky Fest Dinner is being held at Purina Farms on Saturday, JUNE 3, 2017. Please 

make your reservations by May 20th.  Please provide Linda Comer with the following: 

1.   Number Attending. 

2.   Check made payable to American Cesky Terrier Fanciers Association for $35.00 per person. 

3.   Mail checks to Linda Comer, 419 W Mansion Street, Marshall, MI 490684.   

4.  If you have specific dietary requirements please let Linda know so that appropriate menu items   

can be  prepared. Linda must have these items no later than May 20th. 

 

Any questions please call Linda at 269-781-4618 or e-mail:  actfa-recsec@hotmail.com We are 

looking forward to a great and exciting first CESKY FEST for exhibitors and fanciers.    

Hope to see you there!!! 


